
Conference Description: The Fall Conference offers a unique learning experience through
large group meetings and dialogue, didactic information sharing and demonstration, and small
process group experiences. Our goal is to provide a relaxed learning environment in which you
can integrate a deeper understanding of the concepts presented around play, metaphor and
evocative objects into your group leadership style and clinical practice. This conference is
intended for psychologists, counselors, social workers, psychiatrists and psychiatric nurses.

THE ROLE OF PLAY, METAPHOR AND EVOCATIVE OBJECTS IN GROUP
PSYCHOTHERAPY: Freud said that to be psychologically healthy, humans need to be able to
love and to work. More recently, psychologists, educators, and neuroscientists have studied the
role of play in our lives, and have found it to be important for the development of healthy social
interactions, the brain, and emotional regulation. Group therapy is serious work, so where does
play fit in? Over the course of two days, we will explore the role of play and playfulness in
group therapy through interactive lectures and demonstration groups. We will examine the
concept of the “evocative object” and learn how we might play so that we deepen relationships
within the group.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. Learn how play aids in social, emotional and brain development.
2. Learn four states of playfulness that support transformation.
3. Distinguish between play as a stance from play as a technique.
4. Identify five types of play that are effective in group psychotherapy.

Continuing Education Credits: 10.25 CE Credits
($35 administrative fee for CE will be collected at the conference)
Psychologists all Psychologists in the US. - R. Cassidy Seminars is approved by the American Psychological
Association (APA) to offer continuing education for psychologists. R. Cassidy Seminars maintains
responsibility for this program. Also covers LPCs, MFTs, and SWs in the District of Columbia
Social Workers - R. Cassidy Seminars, ACE provider #1082 is approved as a provider for social work
continuing education by the Association of Social Work Boards (ASWB) www.aswb.org, through the
Approved Continuing Education (ACE) Program. Approval Period: April 15, 2009-April 15, 2012. R. Cassidy
Seminars maintains responsibility for the program. Social workers should contact their regulatory board to
determine course approval. Social workers will receive 12 continuing education (clinical, social work ethics)
clock hours in participating in this course. Covers Social Workers in these states: AL, AK, AR, AZ, CT, DE,
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

Friday, October 28

5:30-6:30 Registration

6:30-8:30 Opening Plenary- Room #50

8:30-10:00 Reception (Cash bar)

Saturday, October 29

7:30-8:30 Continental Breakfast

8:30-10:00 Plenary & Demonstration
Group

10:00-10:15 Break

10: 15-11:45 Small Experiential Group #1

11:45-3:45 Lunch on your own

3:45-5:00 Plenary & Demonstration
Group

5:00-5:15 Break

5:15-6:45 Small Experiential group #2

8:00 -11:00 Banquet (cash bar)

Sunday, October 30

7:30-8:30 Continental Breakfast

8:30-10:00 Small Experiential Group #3

10:00-10:30 Small Group Debriefing &
Evaluations

10:45-11:45 Closing Plenary

11:45 End

CONFERENCE FACULTY

Guest Presenter
Lise Motherwell, PsyD, CGP, FAGPA is a
licensed psychologist in private practice in
Boston, MA who treats children, adolescents and
adults. She is on the faculty of Harvard Medical
School and a supervisor at the Boston Institute for
Psychotherapy. She specializes in divorce therapy
groups and developed Pack Your Parachute, a
small-group seminar to help women negotiate the
psychological, financial and legal aspects of
divorce. She is a past-president of the
Northeastern Society for Group Psychotherapy,
the chair of the Affiliate Assembly of AGPA, and
is on the board of the AGPA. She is co-editor with
Joseph Shay, PhD, of Complex Dilemmas in
Group Therapy: Pathways to Resolution which
was published in 2005 and has written numerous
articles on group therapy. Creativity and play are
special interests of hers.

Small Group Leaders

Rhona Engels LCSW, ACSW **

Harry S. Gill, MD, PhD

Larney R. Gump, DEd.,ABPP

Susan Jacobson, MSW, CGP

Bradley Lake, LICSW

Michael J. Stiers, PhD, CGP

Emily Lape, LCSW, CGP, FAGPA

Ayana Watkins-Northern, PhD, CGP

Small Group Leaders’ biographies are posted on
the Conference page at www.magps.org.

** MAGPS traditionally invites a guest small group
leader from another affiliate society in an effort to
promote stronger connections with our colleagues
across the country.

CONFERENCE SITE & DETAILS

Darden School of Business
University of Virginia

100 Darden Boulevard, Charlottesville, VA
22906-7243

Directions to the conference are posted on the
Conference page at www.magps.org

Hotels
Onsite: The Inn at Darden. Call 1-434-243-
5000 at any time until October 7, 2011.50 beds
are reserved at $130 per night. All rooms on
Darden site have a single queen bed.

Offsite: English Inn, 2000 Morton Dr.,
Charlottesville, Va., 22903
Call 1-434-971-9900.

Disability Access
If you require ADA accommodations please send
specific details to registration@msgps.org at the
time of registration. If you register online at

www.magps.org, you can provide details there as
well. We cannot ensure accommodations without

adequate prior notification.

MAGPS is an affiliate of the American Group
Psychotherapy Association serving
psychotherapists from DC, MD, VA, and WV.
Its mission is to provide and support group
psychotherapy training and education

Scholarship Opportunities
MAGPS supports the professional development of
students, interns, and residents through a 1st-time
Attendee Student Scholarship Fund that covers
registration fees. Scholarships are awarded to
applicants on a lottery basis. To submit an
application, contact Reginald Nettles, Phd, CGP.
Download scholarship application at our website
www.magps.org and send to
scholarships@magps.org. .
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CONFERENCE REGISTRATION

Register online www.magps.org
Pre - registration required.

Late registrations accepted on space available basis.

 I want to join MAGPS and receive member
rates & other benefits. $50 regular member,
$25 student/retired person $_______

 MAGPS Member $235.00
 Non-member $255.00
 1st-time Attendee $210.00

(Includes one-year membership)
 New Professional $125.00

(First two years after graduation)
 Student/Retired person $ 75.00
 Saturday Banquet is included for registered

attendees. Guests may attend for $40.00 each.
_____ x $40.00 = $ ______

 Contribution to scholarship fund _______

TOTAL $______________

Checks Payable to: MAGPS
Send to: Ron Kimball, Ph.D.
910 17th St. NW, Suite 306, Washington, DC 20006

Cancellation Policy: Full refund less $25 if made by
10/21/11, No refunds after 10/21/11.
Late Registration with permission of Registrar. Contact Ron
Kimball at registration@magps.org or 202-452-6257.

________________________________________________________
Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone

________________________________________________________
Email (confirmation of registration will come via email)
Please rank order your choice of small group
leaders:
_____ Engels _____ Lake

_____ Gill _____ Stiers

_____ Gump _____ Lape

_____ Jacobson _____ Watkins -
_____ Choose for Me Northern
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